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There is a Companion Guide for the website www.turning18anddss.ca 
 

This is a one-page description of what you will find in the guide and on the website.  
 

Each of the pull-down menus on the site (and as you see printed in the banner above) has 
information about the implications for a supported person when he or she turns 18 years of 
age. There are also other interested parties. 
 

For a Reason 

Many people, including those who have benefited from developmental services and supports, 

do not realize what changes there will be in the provision of services after that important 
eighteenth birthday. 
 

For Myself 

The supported person will be classified as an “adult” once he or she turns 18. This means 

there will be full adult rights and responsibilities on that date. Based on a person-centred 
philosophy that is held by service agencies, the supported person deserves to know how his 
or her life will be affected. 
 

For Caregivers  

People (most often family members) who have provided personal care for many years will 

be critically involved with the transition of services when a supported person turns 18 years 
of age. They play a key role in the approach to that birthday and may well find their own 
lives affected afterwards. 
 

For Agencies 

There are child-serving agencies that work with a supported person up to age 18 and there 

are adult services agencies that get involved thereafter. In Haldimand and Norfolk counties, 
there are four agencies that have co-operated to provide the website and Companion Guide. 
 

For Educators 

As for most young people, education plays a major part in the life of a supported person. 

Educators also play a major part. Information about transition planning and EDU documents 
are found on this page and the sub-page “About Education.” 
 

General Interest 

A glossary with links will help visitors go to primary websites where they can learn more 
about developmental services and supports in the province of Ontario.    
 

FAQs 

Service providers get Frequently Asked Questions. Here are the responses contained on 

printable PDF files. 
 

Resources 

On this page and the sub-page (“In the News”), there are links to news items, blogs, 
documents and websites that are informative and helpful in seeing what happens to 
developmental services and supports after a supported person turns 18. 
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